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SUBJECT: U. S. RESPONSE TO ARREST OE GHANIAN OPPOSITION 
LEADERS 

REFERENCE: ACCRA 3169 

1. DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES INEORMAL DEMARCHES TO GOG 
OEFICIALS REPORTED REE TEL. WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE USEEUL 
EOR EMBASSY TO CONVEY EORMALLY AT HIGHEST APPROPRIATE 
LEVEL OE GHANIAN GOVERNMENT OUR CONCERN OVER ARRESTS OE 
OPPOSITION LEADERS. UNLESS EMBASSY PERCEIVES OVERRIDING 
OBJECTIONS, YOU SHOULD DRAW UPON EOLLOWING TALKING POINTS 
IN MAKING REPRESENTATION: 

A. U. S. CONCERNED THAT RECENT ARRESTS CONTRADICT GHANIAN 
GOVERNMENT'S DECLARED INTENTIONS TO RETURN TO 
CONSTITUTIONAL NORMS IN GHANA. 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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B. WE WOULD WELCOME ANY INEORMATION OR EXPLANATIONS THAT 
GHANIAN AUTHORITIES MAY WISH TO SHARE WITH US CONCERNING 
JUSTIEICATION EOR ARRESTS (BEYOND PUBLICLY STATED CHARGES 
OE SUBVERSION). 

C. WE ANTICIPATE PUBLIC AND CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES ABOUT 
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THE ARRESTS, PARTICULARLY WITH REFERENCE TO U. S. HUMAN 
RIGHTS POLICY UNDER WHICH WE ARE REQUIRED BY LAW TO 
DETERMINE ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE RELATIONSHIPS, AND OUR VOTES 
IN INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS (E. G., AFDF) IN 
LARGE PART ACCORDING TO HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATIONS OF 
COUNTRIES CONCERNED. 

D. WE WOULD PARTICULARLY APPRECIATE ASSURANCES THAT 
DETAINEES WILL BE AVAILED FULLY AND PROMPTLY OF DUE 
JUDICIAL PROCESS UNDER GHANIAN LAW. 

2. FYI: AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL (AI) RELEASED NEWS 
COMMUNIQUE ON APRIL 13 EXPRESSING CONCERN OVER ARREST OF 
"UP TO 50" PERSONS AND NOTED SPECULATIONS ABOUT "VALIDITY" 

OF MARCH 30 REFERENDUM. AI ANNOUNCED IT WAS INQUIRING OF 
GOG ABOUT ARRESTS AND CALLING FOR RELEASE OF "SEVERAL 
HUNDRED PEOPLE" DETAINED PREVIOUSLY. VANCE 
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